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Nothing external could change the hearts and minds of the rich man or  

his brothers as they selfishly ignored the needs of those around them.  

Change comes from within. 

 

The mission of God is life. Hope replaces despair. Faith replaces fear. Life 

replaces death. How are you participating in God’s mission of life? 
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WELCOME  

AM: Good morning. On behalf of our faith community, I welcome you to 

Trinity in the name of the Lord. We are a Reconciling in Christ 

congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America who 

welcomes and affirms all persons into the life of our faith 

community. We extend a special welcome for those watching who 

are new to our faith community and invite you to explore our 

ministries by visiting our website at trinitykenosha.org or contacting 

Pastor Tom.  

EXTINGUISHING OF THE LENTEN FLAME 

AM: During the season of Advent, each Sunday we light a new candle on 

the advent wreath in preparation for the incarnation of the Word of 

God. 

         This year during the season of Lent, each Sunday we extinguish a 

candle in preparation for the darkness of Jesus’ betrayal and death 

on Good Friday.  We recall those who turned away from the light of 

Jesus and we remember that we, too, turn away. The Rich man failed 

to see the suffering of his neighbor, Lazarus, and focused on his own 

personal comfort. He knew the law called him to love his neighbor 

as himself but realized his failing too late. 
 

 C:    We too ignore the misery of our neighbor justifying our actions 

with excuses like, “They need to work harder” or “God is 

punishing them.” We fail to give God thanks for our blessings 

and use them to care for our neighbors. The darkness 

encroaches when we turn a blind eye to the suffering of others. 

 AM: We extinguish the 4th candle, confessing our own failure to love      

          others as ourselves. 

 

 



GATHERING SONG   

🎶 Rise Up, O Saints of God! verses 1,2,3,5 …………………. #669 

Rise up, O saints of God! From vain ambitions turn; 

Christ rose triumphant that your hearts with nobler zeal might burn. 

 

Speak out, O saints of God! Despair engulfs earth’s frame; 

As heirs of God’s baptismal grace, the word of hope proclaim. 

 

Rise up, O saints of God! The kingdom’s task embrace; 

Redress sin’s cruel consequence; give justice larger place. 

 

Commit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has trod; 

And, quickened by the Spirit’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God! 

 

P:  Creator God, we glimpse your beauty in a setting sun, mountain top, 

eagle’s wing. We sense your power in thunder crash, lightning flash and 

ocean’s roar. 

Creator God, we praise you. 

 

Precious Jesus, we see your love stretched out upon a cruel cross.  

We stand in awe at your sacrifice, pure love poured out for humankind.  

Precious Jesus, we praise you. 

 

Holy Spirit, we see your power in lives transformed, hearts on fire.  

We listen for your still, small voice, comforting, guiding, calling. 

Holy Spirit, we praise you. 

 

FORGIVENESS AND CONFESSION 

P:  We gather in the name of Holy Triune God-Creator, Redeemer, and 

Sanctifier. Amen.  

Trusting in the abundant mercy and everlasting love of God, let us 

confess our sins before God and one another. 



Pause for silence and reflection. 

P:  God of mercy, 
 

C:   ...Jesus was faithful even in the face of death, yet we so often fail 

you in day to day living. Our commitment is shaky, our promises 

are unreliable, and our actions are questionable. We quit when 

discipleship becomes difficult and complain that we don’t get 

enough credit. Forgive us our neglect of your mission and our 

lukewarm devotion and wake us up to the urgency of your gospel. 
 

P:  God is gracious and pardons all our shortcomings. May the giver of 

life forgive us our sins and restore us to the joy of discipleship and 

service, for the sake of Jesus our faithful Lord.  
 

All:  Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

AM: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day. Merciful God, 

C:  ...You care deeply for those who are in need. May we be your 

hands and heart as we go about your work of serving the poor, 

hungry and disadvantaged, feeding our souls on kindness and 

love. Amen. 

 

WORD 

AM: Scriptures today will be read by Joe Falduto. 

 

L: Through the proclaimed word of God, the Holy Spirit moves to instill 

and deepen faith.  

A reading from the book of Psalms.                                  (Psalm 41:1-3) 

1Happy are those who consider the poor; the Lord delivers them in the day 

of trouble. 

2The Lord protects them and keeps them alive; they are called happy in 

the land. You do not give them up to the will of their enemies. 



3The Lord sustains them on their sickbed; in their illness you heal all their 

infirmities. 

L: Word of God, word of life.                                C: Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

L: The Gospel Acclamation is a song of welcome that prepares our hearts 

to hear the good news of Jesus Christ. 

🎶 We are turning, Lord to hear you: you are merciful and kind - 

     Slow to anger, rich in blessing, and with love to us inclined. 

A reading from the gospel of Luke.                                  (Luke 16:19-31)  

19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and 

who feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man 

named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to satisfy his hunger 

with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and 

lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to 

be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, 

where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away 

with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy 

on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 

tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, 

remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and 

Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you 

are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has 

been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot 

do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I 

beg you to send him to my father’s house—28for I have five brothers—

that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of 

torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they 

should listen to them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone 

goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they 



do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced 

even if someone rises from the dead.’” 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.                           C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                               Pastor Tom 

A moment of silence follows the sermon for the movement of the Holy Spirit. 

HYMN OF THE DAY     

🎶 Run to the Father                                      Carnes, Maher, Jackson 

I’ve carried a burden for too long on my own, 

I wasn’t created to bear it alone. 

I hear your invitation to let it all go, and I see it now, 

I’m laying it down, and I know that I need You. 
 

I run to the Father, I fall into grace. 

I’m done with the hiding, no reason to wait. 

My heart needs a surgeon, my soul needs a friend, 

So I’ll run to the Father again and again. 

And again and again….oh, oh, oh 
 

You saw my condition, had a plan from the start 

Your son for redemption, the price for my heart. 

I don’t have a context for that kind of love. 

I don’t understand; I can’t comprehend. 

All I know is I need You. 
 

I run to the Father, I fall into grace. 

I’m done with the hiding, no reason to wait. 

My heart needs a surgeon, my soul needs a friend, 

So I’ll run to the Father again and again. 

And again and again….oh, oh,  

Again and again and again and again...oh, oh 

My heart has been in Your sights long before my first breath, 



Running into Your arms is running from life to death. 

I feel this rush deep in my chest; Your mercy is calling out, 

Just as I am, You pull me in, and I know I need You now. 
 

I run to the Father, I fall into grace. 

I’m done with the hiding, no reason to wait. 

My heart needs a surgeon, my soul needs a friend, 

So I’ll run to the Father again and again. 
 

I run to the Father, I fall into grace. 

I’m done with the hiding, no reason to wait. 

My heart found a surgeon, my soul found a friend. 

So I’ll run to the Father  
 

Again and again and again and again 

Again and again and again and again...oh, oh 

Again and again and again and again. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

AM:  Please take a moment to test prayer concerns to 262-287-8098 
 

AM: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. Each portion of the 

prayers ends with these words: Compassionate God....“Hear our 

prayer” 
 

AM: If we do not show love, we cannot know the abundant life which you 

desire for us. Touch our hearts with mercy that we might also be 

merciful. Compassionate God, 

C:     Hear our prayer. 
 

AM: So much of the world suffers for lack of basic needs. Lead us to 

demand more equitable systems of resource use and distribution, 

that none may be in need. Compassionate God, 

C:     Hear our prayer. 



AM: Polar ice is melting faster than we can mend this broken planet, O 

Lord. Give us wisdom to deal with the challenges ahead and find 

new ways of living and thriving along with your creation. 

Compassionate God, 

C:     Hear our prayer. 

 

P:    Be with those who suffer from diseases related to malnutrition as well 

as those with various eating disorders. Feed us on your grace and 

bring us into wholeness with our bodies and our souls. Send your 

healing Spirit to… Compassionate God, 

C:     Hear our prayer. 

 

AM: Comfort those whose hearts are broken at the loss of those they love. 

Assure us that you hold all the departed in your eternal love and that 

we will see them again when our time on earth is done. 

Compassionate God, 

C:     Hear our prayer. 

 

P:    (Here other petitions are offered) Compassionate God, 

C:    Hear our prayer. 

 

AM: You hear all your children’s prayers and gather the lost into your 

loving arms. Teach us to put our trust in you, and in our Lord and 

savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

C:     Amen. 

 

PEACE 

AM:  The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C:     And also with you. 

AM:  If you are gathered with friends or family, share a word of peace      

         with one another. 

 

 

 



OFFERING    

AM: During this season of “together while apart” your financial gifts 

given to the glory of God are especially precious and needed. There 

are three ways to give: 

1. Mail a check to Trinity, 7104 - 39th Avenue, Kenosha, WI  53142 

2. Text a dollar amount with dollar sign (i.e. $20) to: 262-429-9785 

3. Select the “Giving” button on our homepage, 

www.trinitykenosha.org 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

AM: Let us pray: 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine 

our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light 

we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all 

the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 

C:    Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                

AM: As we pray together the Lord’s Prayer, please use the version that 

best nurtures your faith. 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your Kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  

Amen.   

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
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who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen 

 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS - Pastor Tom 
 

BLESSING   

P: Almighty God, Father +Son and Holy Spirit bless us and keep us, 

guiding our thoughts and our actions in the grace of Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN  

♫ Victor’s Crown                                     Zscheck, Houghton, Jobe 

You are always fighting for us; heaven’s angels all around 

My delight is found in knowing that You wear the victor’s crown. 

You’re my help and my defender, You’re my Savior and my friend. 

By Your grace I live and breathe to worship You. 
 

At the mention of Your greatness, in Your name I will bow down 

In Your presence fear is silent, for You wear the victor’s crown. 

Let Your glory fill this temple, let Your power overflow, 

By Your grace I live and breathe to worship You. 
 

Hallelujah! You have overcome; You have overcome. 

Hallelujah! Jesus, You have overcome the world. 
 

You are ever interceding as the lost become the found, 

You can never be defeated, for You wear the victor’s crown. 

You are Jesus, the Messiah, You’re the hope of all the world, 

By Your grace I live and breathe to worship You. 
 

Hallelujah! You have overcome; You have overcome. 

Hallelujah! Jesus, You have overcome the world. 
 



Every high thing must come down; every stronghold shall be broken. 

You wear the victor’s crown; You overcome. You overcome. 

Every high thing must come down; every stronghold shall be broken. 

You wear the victor’s crown; You overcome. You overcome. 
 

At the cross the work was finished. You were buried in the ground. 

But the grave could not contain You, for You wear the victor’s crown. 

Hallelujah! You have overcome; You have overcome. 

Hallelujah! Jesus, You have overcome the world. 
 

Every high thing must come down; every stronghold shall be broken. 

You wear the victor’s crown; You overcome. You overcome. 

Every high thing must come down; every stronghold shall be broken. 

You wear the victor’s crown; You overcome. You overcome. 

 

DISMISSAL 

AM: Go. Walk in the light of Christ and care for the neighbor.  

C:   Thanks be to God. 

 

 


