
 

The early Christian church had a debate that brought the concept of grace to 

the surface. It would be God’s gifts, not people’s adherence to the laws,     

that would cleanse and save. 
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WELCOME  

AM: Welcome and good morning to you. Trinity is a Reconciling in 

Christ congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

We welcome and affirm all persons into the life of our faith 

community and extend a special welcome to those watching who are 

new to our faith community. We invite you to explore our ministries 

by visiting our website at trinitykenosha.org, or contacting Pastor 

Tom by email at ptom@trinitykenosha.org.  

Welcome to worship. 

GATHERING SONG   

♫  The Church’s One Foundation …………….. Hymn 654 

The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

she is his new creation by water and the word. 

From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 

with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
 

Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth, 

her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth: 

one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 

and to one hope she presses with ev'ry grace endued. 
 

Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed, 

by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 

yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: “How long?” 

and soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 
 

Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, 

she waits the consummation of peace forevermore; 

till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 

and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 

 

Yet she on earth hath union with God, the Three in One, 

and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 



Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace, 

that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face. 

 

FORGIVENESS AND CONFESSION 
P:  We gather in the name of Holy Triune God-Creator, Redeemer, and  

     Sanctifier. Amen.  
 

     Trusting in the abundant mercy and everlasting love of God, let us 

confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

P:     Risen Lord, 

C:   ...we admit that we are slow to believe, and even slower to follow 

where you lead us. We doubt your promise, divide your people, 

and fail to proclaim the power of your resurrection. We choose 

to live small lives when you have given us the biggest gift of all: 

your eternal life. Forgive us. Raise us up to a place where we can 

serve you faithfully. 
P:    Christ is arisen, bringing gifts of life, mercy and pardon for sin! 

Believe that you are forgiven, and go out and live in the joy of your 

Lord’s resurrection in the power of God’s Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

AM: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day. Loving God, 

C:  ...You showed your followers that their salvation didn’t depend 

upon culture or traditions, but on the grace freely offered by 

your Spirit. Show us the same open vision of mercy offered to 

all, regardless of background or practice, for the sake of the 

whole world. Amen 

 

 

 

 



WORD 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

♫ Now the Feast and Celebration ……………………………… #167 

Now the feast and celebration, all of creation sings for joy 

To the God of life and love and freedom; praise and glory forevermore! 
 

Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, whose blood has freed and united 

us to be one great people of God. 
 

Now the feast and celebration, all of creation sings for joy 

To the God of life and love and freedom; praise and glory forevermore! 
 

Power and riches, wisdom and might, all honor and glory to Christ 

forever. 
 

Now the feast and celebration, all of creation sings for joy 

To the God of life and love and freedom; praise and glory forevermore! 
 

For God has come to dwell with us, to make us people of God; to make 

all things new. 
 

Now the feast and celebration, all of creation sings for joy 

To the God of life and love and freedom; praise and glory forevermore! 

 

AM: Through the proclaimed word of God, the Holy Spirit moves to 

instill and deepen faith. Let us pray... Gracious God, we do not live by 

bread alone, but by every word that comes from you. Bless Linda 

Dubaniewicz, who will read to us the scripture. Make us hunger for the 

Word of life, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

L: Through the proclaimed word of God, the Holy Spirit moves to instill 

and deepen faith.  

 

A reading from the gospel of Luke.                                    (Luke 2:29-32) 



29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to 

your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have 

prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the 

Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel..” 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.                           C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.                             (Acts 15:1-18) 

Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the 

brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, 

you cannot be saved.” 2And after Paul and Barnabas had no small 

dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others 

were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the 

apostles and the elders. 3So they were sent on their way by the church, and 

as they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported the 

conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the believers. 
4When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the 

apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. 
5But some believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up 

and said, “It is necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered to keep 

the law of Moses.” 
6The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. 7After 

there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “My 

brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, 

that I should be the one through whom the Gentiles would hear the 

message of the good news and become believers. 8And God, who knows 

the human heart, testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as 

he did to us; 9and in cleansing their hearts by faith he has made no 

distinction between them and us. 10Now therefore why are you putting 

God to the test by placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither 

our ancestors nor we have been able to bear? 11On the contrary, we believe 

that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they 

will.” 12The whole assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and 



Paul as they told of all the signs and wonders that God had done through 

them among the Gentiles. 13After they finished speaking, James replied, 

“My brothers, listen to me. 14Simeon has related how God first looked 

favorably on the Gentiles, to take from among them a people for his name. 
15This agrees with the words of the prophets, as it is written, 16‘After this 

I will return, and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; 

from its ruins I will rebuild it, and I will set it up, 17so that all other peoples 

may seek the Lord—even all the Gentiles over whom my name has been 

called. Thus says the Lord, who has been making these things 18known 

from long ago.’” 

L: Word of God, word of life.                                C: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                                                               Pastor Tom 

A moment of silence follows to allow the Holy Spirit to instill and deepen 

faith in Jesus Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY     

♫ Spirit Break Out                        Bryant/Hellebronth/Dhillon/Hughes 

Spirit break out, break our walls down. 

Spirit break out, heaven come down. 

Spirit break out, break our walls down. 

Spirit break out, heaven come down. 

Our Father, all of heaven roars your name. 

Sing louder, let this place erupt with praise. 

Can you hear it? The sound of heaven touching earth, 

The sound of heaven touching earth. 
 

Our Father, all of heaven roars your name. 

Sing louder, let this place erupt with praise. 

Can you hear it? The sound of heaven touching earth, 

The sound of heaven touching earth. 
 

Spirit break out; break our walls down. 

Spirit break out; heaven come down. 



King Jesus, You’re the name we’re lifting high. 

Your glory, shaking up the earth and skies. 

Revival - we want to see Your kingdom here. 

We want to see Your kingdom here. 
 

King Jesus, You’re the name we’re lifting high. 

Your glory, shaking up the earth and skies. 

Revival - we want to see Your kingdom here. 

We want to see Your kingdom here. 
 

Spirit break out; break our walls down. 

Spirit break out; heaven come down. 

Spirit break out; break our walls down. 

Spirit break out; heaven come down. 
 

© 2012 Thankyou Music  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

AM:  Please take a moment to text prayer concerns to 262-287-8098 

 

AM: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. Each portion of the 

prayers ends with these words: God of all...“Hear our prayer” 

 

AM: You helped changed the minds of the early disciples, guiding them 

towards grace and away from legalism. Likewise keep us focused 

on your wide mercy and inclusion of all, instead of the trivial things 

that would serve to keep us divided. God of all, 

C:     Hear our prayer. 
 

AM: As our Orthodox brothers and sisters celebrate the festival of Easter, 

revive our own joy at the news of your resurrection and fill us with 

the gladness of your promises. God of all, 

C:     Hear our prayer. 

 



AM: You have made every one of us unique, and we each have something 

to bring to the body of Christ. Help us recognize and value our 

particular contributions and the things which make us different and 

important. God of all, 

C:     Hear our prayer. 
 

P:   Unlock fixed minds and entrenched beliefs which focus on separation 

and keeping those with whom we differ at a distance. Show us the 

healing that needs to take place so that we can embrace all of 

ourselves, and thus embrace others. Send your Spirit’s presence to 

those in need, especially… God of all, 

C:     Hear our prayer. 
 

AM: We honor Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria and all who stand firm 

in their beliefs so that your gospel can be proclaimed. Give us the 

conviction of our forebears in faith. God of all, 

C:     Hear our prayer. 
 

P:    (Here other petitions may be offered.) God of all, 

C:    Hear our prayer. 
 

AM: Incline your ear to our prayers and fill us with power to begin living 

out our faith, by the power of your Son our savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

AM:  The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C:     And also with you. 

AM:  If you are gathered with friends or family, share a word of peace    

        with one another. 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING    

AM: During this season of “together while apart” your financial gifts 

given to the glory of God are especially precious and needed. 

There are three ways to give: 

1. Mail a check to Trinity, 7104 - 39th Avenue, Kenosha, WI  53142 

2. Text a dollar amount with dollar sign (i.e. $20) to: 262-429-9785 

3. Select the “Giving” button on our homepage, 

www.trinitykenosha.org 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

AM: Let us pray: 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine 

our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light 

we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all 

the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 

C:    Amen. 

 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS - Pastor Tom 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
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and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new  

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                

AM: As we pray together the Lord’s Prayer, please use the version that 

best nurtures your faith.  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed 

be your name, your Kingdom 

come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us 

today our daily bread. Forgive 

us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us 

from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours, now and 

forever.  Amen.   

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

 



P: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 

shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 

give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond 

to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

ALL: Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

P:  Almighty God, Father +Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. Amen. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

SENDING HYMN  

♫ My Faith Looks Up To Thee ………………………….. Hymn 759 

My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine! 

Now hear me while I pray, take all my guilt away, 

oh, let me from this day be wholly thine! 
 

May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire; 

as thou hast died for me, oh, may my love to thee 

pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire! 
 

While life’s dark maze I tread and griefs around me spread,  

be thou my guide; 

bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow’s tears away, 

nor let me ever stray from thee aside. 
 

When ends life’s transient dream, when death’s cold, sullen stream 

shall o'er me roll; 

blest Savior, then, in love fear and distrust remove; 

oh, bear me safe above, a ransomed soul! 

 

DISMISSAL 

AM: Go. Proclaim the good news. Christ is risen! 

C:    He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 


